‘Mean Guy’ Thieves Get
Central Park’sUgly Duck

Hans Christan 1
Ugly Duckling, ¢ of e
most popular statues in Cen
tral Park, was stolen from its
granite ba i, and
an intensive search by detec-
tives and Parks Department
personnel has so far failed to
find it

The cast bronze duckling,
polished to a coppery shine

the hands and knees of

lidren crawling over it, is
about two feet high and
weighs between 50 and 80
pounds. It stood at the foot of
a statue of the Danish story-
teller. )
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monuments for the Parks De-
partment. es ates that the
duckling would cost 2,500 to
replace—a sum that makes it:
theft grand larceny.
Installed in 1956

The duckling and t}
foot-tall statue of
were installed in 1
west bank of C
Water,  tl

lake near

ame a favorit
children in
Y summer :
morning for last several
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the city’s official storyteller,
read Andersen’s fairy tales
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‘Pretty Mean Guys’

Yesterd: morning
Gelfman, & nd, green-e}
9.year-old from Central Park
West, perched atop Ander-
sen’s somewhat ungainly
head and gazed sadly down
at the empty socket where
the duckling had been.

“It was such a pretty little
duck,” he said. “Some kids in
New York are prefty mean
guys.”

In fact, vandals of park
statues in the past have
sometimes not been youths
put professionals secking the
valuable metal. About 10
vears ago the police located
two seven-f ich bronze
statues of
from the :

Hunt memorial in the p:

at the factory belt-
buckle nanufacturer to
whom they had been sold for
scrap.

The duckling statue has
disappeared twice before, but
both times the thieves aban-
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