“anariment
0y :

Find Plaster

Br MICHAEL MeGo VERN

Holden Caulfield woid
g0, in J. DL A dinger's o Catcher in

the Rye,” \where a duck
lake freezes in Central Puark,
Park persounel and 0ne ae
‘tive have been tramping al
dalized paths of the old park wondering
thing and have all but given up their
Hans Christian Andersen’s E."gl.\j Diuck
from itg granite base last week for
last time in its 17 years of existence

Vandals in two earlier
years merely vanked free the ¢
ing, about 2 feet high and )
and abandoned it under a nearby bhush or tree.

“This time it's really gone,”
Parks Department director of
ruefully, T searched for it
find it.”

So the Parks Deparhnent, wi
ance, found Nellje Lober,
ling’s sculptor, Georg Lober,

about R0

widow of the
who died in 1961
She Hos Original Model

“I have the original

Lobher said with excitenie

yesterday from her Fair Haven, N.J home, “and
Can arrange {g have it done again when Iy

teld (by the Paris Departinent) to da so.™
Mrs. Lober note

plaster model Mers,
nL in a phone mterview

d that she holds the ¢ ivht
on  the duckling  ang th nine-foot-tali statue
of Andersen, both of which were dene  jointly
by her husband and the

late architect Otte F
Langmann,

The statue of the Danish storvieller, with
ihe duckling ap jig feet, was ins alled in 1956
on the west bank of Consermtory Water, the
model-sailboat lake neavr Firih Ave. und Ttk
St. Since then, thousands of Hitle hands and
knees polished the duckling 1o & coppery shine,
especially on Saturdays when children gather
theve to heay one of the ciry's uificia
tellers read Andersen’s fairy tafes.
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monuments, said
myself and couldn't
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Origing] plaster mode] of durk]ing from whiek
Bew statue can he cast,

hew duckling, b
viticials found th
had the casi,

Mrs. Lobey
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t that was hefore the
i mal scuipror's wWidiw
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said she woul( have the
recast by the original makers, the Mag noArt
Foundz'y, operated iy Long Islang City by ¢
bratheps, Rebert and John Spring.
Like the park authorities, My, Lobey
dered why anyone should stea] the duckling.
T don't Jike it bei thrown around,”
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